CONGRESSIONAL
SCORECARD

New Jersey 2024




CAIR-New Jersey's Government Affairs Manager Nancy
Elbassiouny and Government Affairs Associate Maheen
Mumtaz compiled this resource guide with initial research

published by CAIR National.

Communications Manager Aya Elamroussi and Graphic Design
Interns Safia Khattak and Adil Abdullah at CAIR-New Jersey
contributed to the production and distribution of this guide.

Fair Use Notice: This report may contain copyrighted material,
the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by
the copyright owner. It is being made available to advance the
understanding of democracy, human rights, political and social
justice issues. It is believed that this constitutes a "fair use" of
any such copyrighted material. In accordance with Title 17
U.S.C. § 107, the material in this report is distributed without
profit to those who have expressed a prior interest in receiving
the included information for research and educational
purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted material from this
report for purposes of your own that go beyond "fair use," you
must obtain permission from the copyright owner.



™ CAIR

INTRODUCTION

The 2024 election cycle offers the Muslim American
community a remarkable opportunity to enhance its political
capacity and presence.

The Council on American-Islamic Relations of New Jersey
(CAIR-NJ) presents the 2024 General Election Congressional
Scorecard. This resource is designed to educate community
members and allies as they prepare for voting in the 2024
general election.

The scorecard evaluates the voting performance of New
Jersey’s Congressional representatives. Each legislator’s
votes have been assessed positively or negatively based on
their alignment with relevant legislation corresponding with
civil rights and justice priorities identified by CAIR-NJ.

Please note the congressional scorecard is intended to
provide a general profile to assist voters in better
understanding the attitudes of elected officials toward key
issues the Muslim community cares about. As such, elected
officials should not be judged by these criteria alone. CAIR-
NJ encourages voters to conduct further research on the
actions of their legislators before supporting any candidate.
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™ CAIR

DISCLAIMER

As a nonprofit, nonpartisan 501(c)(3) organization, CAIR-NJ
does not advocate for specific candidates for office or party
preference. CAIR-NJ encourages Muslim Americans to
enhance the community’s political capacity by participating in
national and state elections, volunteering in campaigns, and
participating in get-out-to-vote drives. We remain committed
to amplifying our community’s voice and vote.

3 CAIR - NEW JERSEY CONGRESSIONAL SCORECARD | NOVEMBER 2024



™ CAIR

H.R. 6126 / S. 3168
Legislative Title: Israel Security Supplemental Appropriations Act

Description: This bill proposes allocating $14.3 billion to Israel for its war
on Gaza. The funds would replace defense articles that were provided
to Israel, reimburse the Department of Defense (DOD) for defense
services and training provided to Israel, procure Israel’s Iron Dome and
David's Sling defense systems, and develop Israel’s Iron Beam defense
system. The bill also provides appropriations to the State Department
for the Foreign Military Financing Program and other diplomatic
programs. Lastly, the bill includes provisions that expand the
authorities of the President to transfer defense articles and services

from DOD to Israel.
Sponsor(s): Rep. Kay Granger (R-TX); Sen. Roger Marshall (R-KS)

Status of the Bill: Passed the House on 11/02/2023. Cloture motion on
the motion to proceed to the measure rendered moot in Senate.

CAIR-NJ's Stance: OPPOSE

H.R. 6408/ S. 4136

Legislative Title: To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986

to terminate the tax-exempt status of terrorist supporting
organizations.

Description: This bill grants broad powers to the Department of Treasury
to terminate the tax-exempt status of nonprofits based on subjective
claims of advocacy groups supporting terrorism. This could lead to

legitimate Muslim charities being unfairly targeted and stigmatized due to
historically broad and vague definitions of “terrorist support.”

Sponsors: Rep. David Kustoff (R-TN); Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX)

Status of the Bill: Passed the House on 04/15/2024 and referred to the
Senate Committee on Finance on 04/17/2024

CAIR-NJ's Stance: OPPOSE
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™ CAIR

H.R. 6090 / S. 4127

Legislative Title: Antisemitism Awareness Act

Description: This bill attempts to suppress and criminalize First
Amendment protected political speech in American schools by also
requiring the US Department of Education to adopt the IHRA's misleading
definition of antisemitism.

Sponsor(s): Rep. Michael Lawler (R-NY); Sen. Tim Scott (R-SC)

Status of the Bill: Passed House on 05/02/2024; Referred to the Senate
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions on 04/16/2024

CAIR-NJ's Stance: OPPOSE

H.R.7921/ S.4091

Legislative Title: Countering Antisemitism Act

Description: This bill creates a task force to coordinate federal initiatives
aimed at addressing antisemitism, boosts funding for programs that track
and report antisemitic incidents and hate crimes, and promotes
educational initiatives to raise awareness of antisemitism and its effects.
This legislation could be problematic for the Muslim community if its
definitions and enforcement measures are overly broad or vague,
conflating legitimate criticism of Israeli policies with antisemitism.

Sponsor(s): Rep. Kathy E Manning (D-NC); Sen. Jacky Rosen (D-NV)

Status of the Bill: Referred to the Subcommittee on Counterterrorism,
Law Enforcement, and Intelligence on 4/10/2024

CAIR-NJ's Stance: OPPOSE
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™ CAIR

H.R. 8034 / S. 3210
Legislative Title: Israel Security Supplemental Appropriations Act

Description: This bill proposes $17 billion in unconditional aid to Israel
amid its conflict with Gaza. The package includes $4.4 billion to replenish
defense articles from DOD stocks, $4 billion for the Iron Dome and
David's Sling systems, and $2.4 billion for U.S. Central Command
operations. It also maintains a prohibition on U.S. funds for the U.N.
Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA), which aids Palestinians, while
phroriding $9.2 billion in humanitarian assistance for emergency food and
shelter.

Sponsor(s): Rep. Tom Cole (R-OK)

Status of the Bill: President Biden signed the Bill as part of a $95 billion
foreign aid package on 04/24/2024.

CAIR-NJ’s Stance: OPPOSE

S. RES. 504

Legislative Title: A resolution requesting information on Israel's
human rights practices pursuant to section 502B(c) of the Foreign
Assistance Act of 1961.

Description: This bill attempts to suppress and criminalize First
Amendment protected political speech in American schools by also
requiring the US Department of Education to adopt the IHRA's
misleading definition of antisemitism.

Sponsor(s): Rep. Michael Lawler (R-NY); Sen. Tim Scott (R-SC)

Status of the Bill: Passed House on 05/02/2024; Referred to the Senate
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions on 04/16/2024

CAIR-NJ’s Stance: OPPOSE
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™ CAIR

H.R. 4627/S. 2327
Legislative Title: Afghan Adjustment Act

Description: Provides lawful permanent resident status to individuals who
supported the US mission in Afghanistan, ensure adequate vetting for
paroles from Afghanistan, and facilitates adjustment of status for eligible
individuals

Sponsor(s): Senator Amy Kloburchar (D-MN)
Status of the Bill: Referred to the Committee of the Judiciary on 7/13/2023
CAIR’s Stance: SUPPORT

H. RES. 989/S. RES. 534

Legislative Title: Expressing support for the recognition of
January as "Muslim-American Heritage Month" and celebrating
the heritage and culture of Muslim Americans in the United
States.

Description: Supports the recognition of January as “Muslim-American
Heritage Month” and celebrates the heritage and culture of Muslim-
Americans. It acknowledges the significant achievements and
contributions of Muslim Americans across various fields, including
education, science, technology, literature, arts, business, and public
service.

Sponsor(s): Rep. Andre Carson (D-IN); Sen. Cory A Booker (D-NJ)

Status of the Resolution: Referred to the House Committee on
Oversight and Accountability on 01/31/2024

CAIR’s Stance: SUPPORT
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™ CAIR

H.R. 1573 /7 S. 1912

Legislative Title: Access to Counsel Act of 2021 (also known as
the NO BAN Act)

Description: This bill provides various protections for covered individuals
subject to secondary or deferred inspections when seeking admission into
the United States. This bill seeks to repeal the travel bans that
disproportionately affected Muslim-majority countries and prevent future
discriminatory bans based on religion.

Sponsor(s): Rep. Pramilla Jayapal (D-WA); Sen. Alex Padilla (D-CA)

Status of the Bill: Passed the House on 4/12/2021. Received in the Senate
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 4/22/2021

CAIR-NJ's Stance: SUPPORT

H.R. 5179
Legislative Title: Anti-BDS Labeling Act

Description: This bill seeks to enforce deceptive labeling practices by
requiring products made in illegally-occupied areas of the West Bank to be
labeled as “made in Israel.” Labeling these products as originating from
“Israel” obscures the reality that these products are made in territories
that are illegally occupied under international law.

Sponsor(s): Rep. Claudia Tenney (R-NY)

Status of the Bill: Passed the House on 9/18/2024. It was received by the
Senate and referred to the Committee on Finance.

CAIR’s Stance: OPPOSE
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™ CAIR

H. RES. 845

Legislative Title: Censuring Representative Rashida Tlaib for
promoting false narratives regarding the October 7, 2023, Hamas
attack on Israel and for calling for the destruction of the state of

'j(reasg!‘iption: This Resolution seeks to censure Congresswoman
Rashida Tlaib after her pro-Palestinian statements following October 7.
The American Muslim community strongly opposes the hypocritical
and racist criticism of Tlaib. Her viewpoint is vital in representing the
concerns of millions of Americans who are troubled by our
government's backing of Israel's actions towards the Palestinian
people.

Sponsor(s): Rep. Richard McCormick (R-GA)

Status of the Resolution: Passed the House on 11/7/2023. A Motion to
Reconsider was laid on the table without objection on the same day.

CAIR-NJ's Stance: OPPOSE

H. RES. 76

Legislative Title: Removing a certain Member from a certain
standing committee of the House

Description: This resolution seeks to remove Representative llhan Omar
from the Committee on Foreign Affairs. primarily due to her past
comments regarding Israel and her criticism of U.S. foreign policy. This
vote represents a groundless and Islamophobic attack on [lhan Omar
and the wider American Muslim community, undermining our right to
participate in the political process and our commitment to advocating for
all victims of injustice, including the Palestinian people.

Sponsor(s): Rep. Max L Miller (R-OH)

Status of the Resolution: Passed the House on 2/2/2023. A Motion to
Reconsider was laid on the table without objection on the same day.

CAIR-NJ's Stance: OPPOSE
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™ CAIR

H.R. 4639/ S. 2576
Legislative Title: Fourth Amendment is Not for Sale Act

Description: This bill aims to amend Section 702 of Title 18, United
States Code, to prevent law enforcement and intelligence
agencies from obtaining subscriber or customer records in
exchange for anything of value. It also addresses communications
and records in the possession of intermediary internet service
providers, among other purposes.

Sponsor(s): Rep. Warren Davidson (R-OH); Sen. Ron Wyden (D-
OR)

Status of the Bill: Passed the House on 4/17/2024. Received by the
Senate on 4/18/2024

CAIR’s Stance: SUPPORT

H.R. 8525 / S. 4991
Legislative Title: George Floyd Justice in Policing Act of 2024

Description: This bill seeks to combat systemic racism and police
misconduct in the U.S. It bans chokeholds and excessive force
techniques, mandates the use of body cameras by police departments,
and aims to eliminate qualified immunity for officers. The bill requires
data collection on police encounters to promote transparency and
establishes standards for training in de-escalation and bias reduction.
Additionally, it encourages community policing strategies to foster
better relationships between law enforcement and the communities
they serve.

Sponsor(s): Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee (D-TX); Sen. Cory Booker (D-NJ)

Status of the Bill: Referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary
on 8/1/2024

CAIR-NJ's Stance: SUPPORT
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™ CAIR

H.R.40/S. 40

Legislative Title: Commission to Study and Develop Reparation Proposals
for African Americans Act

Description: This bill proposes the establishment of a commission to
study and recommend reparations for African Americans. The
commission would explore various aspects, including the economic,
social, and political ramifications of these injustices, and develop
proposals for reparative measures. The aim is to foster a comprehensive
understanding of reparations and how they could be implemented to
promote equity and justice for African American communities.

Sponsor(s): Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee (D-TX); Sen. Cory Booker (D-NJ)

Status of the Bill: Referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary on
1/24/2023

CAIR-NJ's Stance: SUPPORT

H.R.4699
Legislative Title: The People’s Response Act

Description: This bill aims to reform emergency response systems by
promoting a community-based approach to public safety. The bill
emphasizes funding for non-police crisis response teams, such as mental
health professionaﬁs and social workers, to address situations involving
mental health crises, substance abuse, or homelessness. It seeks to
reduce the reliance on law enforcement in these scenarios, aiming to
enhance community safety and well-being while ensuring more
appropriate responses to crises. The bill also includes provisions for
training and support for these alternative response teams.

Sponsor(s): Rep. Cori Bush (D-MOQO)
Status of the Bill: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health on 7/1/2023
CAIR’s Stance: SUPPORT
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™ CAIR

H.R. 4172/ S.2030

Legislative Title: Hate Crimes Commission Act of 2023

Description: This bill aims to reform emergency response systems by
promoting a community-based approach to puralic safety. It emphasizes
funding for non-police crisis response teams, including mental health
professionals and social workers, to handle mental health crises,
substance abuse, and homelessness. The goal is to reduce reliance on
law enforcement and improve community safety with more appropriate
crisis responses. Additionally, the legislation provides for training and
support for these alternative response teams.

Sponsor(s): Rep. Raja Krishnamoorthi (D-IL); Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (D-
NY)

Status of the Bill: Referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary on
6/15/2023

CAIR-NJ's Stance: SUPPORT

H.R. 8617 / S.4448
Legislative Title: Adoptee Citizenship Act of 2024

Description: This bill seeks to provide automatic U.S. citizenship to
individuals who were adopted by American citizens but may not have
obtained citizenship upon their adoption. The bill aims to resolve legal
ambiguities faced by many international adoptees and ensure that they
have the same rights and status as other U.S. citizens. It seeks to
streamline the citizenship process for these individuals, addressing the
challenges that arise from complex immigration laws related to
adoption.

Sponsor(s): Rep. Adam Smith (D-WA); Sen. Mazie Hirono (D-HI)

Status of the Bill: Referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary on
6/4/2024

CAIR-NJ's Stance: SUPPORT
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