™ CAIR

Urgent Call to Veto Bill A4652 / S3507

April 28, 2025

The Honorable Philip D. Murphy
Governor of New Jersey

Dear Governor Murphy,

We, the undersigned community organizations, write to you with deep concern and a strong, unified voice
to urge your immediate veto of Bill A4652 / S3507, passed by the New Jersey Legislature on March 24,
2025.

This bill threatens the fundamental constitutional rights to free speech and peaceful assembly. Cloaked in
the language of public safety, the legislation instead introduces vague and overly broad provisions that
create legal pathways to criminalize protest and suppress dissent—especially from marginalized
communities.

Under this bill, individuals who organize or participate in a public demonstration of just four or more
people could be charged with a disorderly persons offense if their actions are deemed to “offend the
sensibilities of a hearer.” This subjective standard gives law enforcement sweeping authority to target
peaceful demonstrators, chilling constitutionally protected speech and deterring public participation in
social movements.

This legislation would:

Criminalize public gatherings that aim to challenge injustice or advocate for change

Punish individuals for organizing demonstrations that may cause “public inconvenience or annoyance”
Open the door to selective enforcement, disproportionately impacting marginalized communities
Create a chilling effect on speech, discouraging people from speaking out or participating in protests
for fear of legal consequences

In conclusion, we implore you to consider the broader implications of this bill. Let us protect free speech,
advocate for justice, and ensure that our legislation reflects the values of an open and democratic society.

Thank you for your attention on this matter. We trust that you will carefully weigh the consequences and
make an informed decision that upholds our constitutional principles. We now call on you to stand by
those principles and veto A4652 / S3507. To do otherwise is to allow fear and discomfort to become the
standard by which free expression is judged and punished.

Sincerely,

The Undersigned Organizations
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Al Falah Center

American Muslims for Palestine

Black Lives Matter Paterson

CAIR New Jersey

Ceasefire Now NJ

Center for Islamic Life at Rutgers University
Darul Islah

GCLEA

ICNA-CSJ NJ

Indian American Muslim Council

Islamic Center of Morris County

Islamic Center of South River

Islamic Foundation of New Jersey (Masjid Jalalabad)
Islamic Society of Central Jersey

Jewish Voices for Peace - North Jersey

Masjid al Wadud

Muslim American Society of Central New Jersey
Muslim Foundation Inc.

New Brunswick Islamic Center

New Jersey Appleseed Public Interest Law Center
New Jersey Muslim Lawyers Association

New Jersey Peace Action

PAL-Awda NY/NJ

Palestinian American Community Center

Woodland Park Pediatrics
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