Resolution of the @ity of Paterson, N.J.

...... Res. # ................ Date of Adoption .. .....................

.................. Factual Contents Certified By

“T7Lg. KESOLUTION CALLING FOR THE IMMEDIATE
! RELEASE OF LEQAA KORDIA FROM IMMIGRATION <« v rormreanmaaee e,
AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT (ICE) CUSTODY Title Date
AND URGING THE DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY TO END RETALIATORY DETENTION
PRACTICES THAT INFRINGE UPON FIRST
AMENDMENT PROTECTIONS

COUNCILPERSON . ... ... ... i i Introducing {

WHEREAS, the City of Paterson is home to one of tha lar
immigrant communities in the State of New Jersey, and the Municipal Council has consistently
affirmed its commitment to civil rights, constitutional protections, and human dignity for all
residents; and

WHEREAS, Leqaa Kordia and her family are long-standing members of the Paterson
community, and although she grew up in the West Bank, Palestine, her immediate family resides
in Paterson, New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2025, Ms. Kordia was arrested by agents of the United States
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (“ICE”) following her participation in peaceful protests
condemning the ongoing humanitarian crisis in Gaza that claimed the lives of nearly two
hundred (200) of her family members; and

WHEREAS, ICE transferred Ms. Kordia to the Prairieland Detention Facility in
Alvarado, Texas, where she has remained in confinement for over two hundred (200) days, far
from her family, community, and legal support; and

WHEREAS, an Immigration Judge twice granted Ms. Kordia bond, finding release
appropriate under applicable law, but ICE subsequently invoked a rarely used “automatic stay”
procedure on both occasions to block her release, resulting in prolonged and seemingly indefinite
detention; and

WHEREAS, advocacy organizations including the Texas Civil Rights Project, CLEAR,
Muslim Advocates, and the Boston University School of Law Immigrants’ Rights Clinic
represent Ms. Kordia; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Kordia has filed a federal habeas corpus petition, which remains
pending, challenging the legality and constitutionality of her continued detention; and

WHEREAS, international and interfaith leaders such as Amnesty International, Dr.
Omar Suleiman, rabbis, pastors, and community members nationwide have called for her
immediate release; and

WHEREAS, the automatic-stay mechanism employed by ICE in Ms. Kordia’s case
represents a dangerous precedent that allows the federal government to circumvent judicial bond
orders, undermining due process and enabling the retaliatory use of immigration detention to
silence dissenting voices, including those advocating for Palestinian human rights; and

WHEREAS, the City of Paterson has a moral, constitutional, and civic responsibility to
oppose retaliation against individuals for exercising their First Amendment right to peaceful
protest, and to stand with community members facing unjust detention practices inconsistent
with fundamental democratic values; and

WHEREAS, a national letter urging Ms. Kordia’s release that was circulated among
elected officials, organizations, and civil society leaders requests governmental bodies to
publicly support her release and call upon the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and ICE
to end retaliatory detention practices; and
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WHEREAS, the Municipal Council of the City of Paterson finds it appropriate and
consistent with its values to publicly support the immediate release of Ms. Kordia and to urge
reforms preventing the misuse of detention mechanisms against peaceful demonstrators.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Municipal Council of the City of
Paterson, that it hereby calls for the immediate release of Leqaa Kordia from ICE custody and
urges DHS and ICE to comply fully with constitutional guarantees of free speech and due
process; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Municipal Council condemns the retaliatory
use of detention, including the invocation of automatic or discretionary stays to defeat judicial
bond orders, particularly when used against individuals exercising their First Amendment rights;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Municipal Council supports and joins the
national letter calling for Ms. Kordia’s release and urges state, federal, and municipal elected
officials to add their signatures; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk is directed to transmit copies of this
Resolution to the Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security, the Director of ICE, the

New Jersey congressional delegation, the Governor of the State of New Jersey, and counsel for
Ms. Kordia.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

This Resolution expresses the City of Paterson’s support for the immediate release of community
member Leqaa Kordia from ICE custody and reaffirms the City’s commitment to constitutional
protections, civil rights, and opposition to the retaliatory use of federal detention practices that
chill peaceful political expression.
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Adopted at a meeting of the Municipal Council of the City of Paterson, N.J., . ... ... ... ... .. . ..

President of the Council City Clerk

This Resolution when adopted must remain in the custody of the City Clerk. Certified copies are available.
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