
MUSLIM STUDIES CURRICULUM
a collaborative project between CAIR-NJ & Teaching While Muslim



ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

VOCABULARY BOOKS

POTENTIAL MISCONCEPTIONS

MUSLIM STUDIES CURRICULUM 2

ELEM
EN

TA
RY

M
ID

D
LE SCH

O
O

L
H

IG
H

 SCH
O

O
L

RESOURCES

• Many 9/11 Lesson Plans

• Teaching about Islamophobia

• Countering Islamophobia Lesson
Plan - Learning for Justice

• NEWSELA - 18 years later,
America vows not to forget

• Massive List of Resources to teach
about 9/11

• Muslims in American after 9/11

CLASSROOM RESOURCES
BACKGROUND RESOURCES

• stereotypes

• Masjid

• Islam

• Muslim

• bully

• respect

• war

• Islamophobia

• terrorism

• laws

• world

• countries

• Not all terrorists are Muslims, and not all Muslims are terrorists. 
Muslims in America and around the world condemned the attacks.

• How a country treats other people is an extension of their values and 
beliefs. 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS
• A group self-identifying as AlQaeda hailing from the mountains of 

Afghanistan, launched an attack on civilians in the United States in three 
different places, and many innocent people lost their lives.

• A bully is someone who uses their position or power to harm others. 
Much like a bully, a terrorist is someone who uses violence to spread 
their ideas. Anyone from any background can be a bully or a terrorist.

• Though 9/11 was not the first attack on the United States, it was a major 
event that marked an aggressive shift in how the US treated its citizens 
and other countries. 

• What is the significance of 9/11?

• How did 9/11 impact people living in the United States and abroad?

• What were the repercussions on Muslims after 9/11?

• How is a bully defined?

RATIONALE
The catastrophic events of 9/11 had such a massive impact that it sparked the phrase a “post 9/11 world.” 

Directly influenced by US foreign policy, the tragic events of 9/11 unleashed a domino effect of events that 

marked an aggressive shift in US domestic and foreign policy, sparking the War on Terror and an erosion of 

civil liberties of many Americans. Understanding the context of 9/11 and its ramifications is an essential part 

of understanding the world as we see it today.

• Nine, Ten by Nora Raleigh Baskin

• Towers Falling by Jewell Parker Rhodes

• Fireboat: The Heroic Adventures of John J. Harvey by Maira Kalman

• 14 Cows for America by Carmen Agra Deedy and Thomas Gonzalez

• Just A Drop of Water by Kerry O’Malley Cerra

• The Little Chapel That Stood by A. B. Curtiss

• The Man Who Walked Between the Towers by Mordicai Gerstein

• Saved by the Boats: The Heroic Sea Evacuation of September 11 by
Julie Gassman

SOCIAL STUDIES OR ENGLISHELEMENTARY

• The Global War on Terrorism: The First 
100 Days (according to the US Gov)

• Statistics from the Iraq War

• 9/11 Commission Resources

• Fatwa Against Terrorism

• Throwing Out Iqbal’s Case

• US Foreign Policy and Iran

• South Asians and 9/11

• Muslim Women Post-9/11

• Statistics on US Drone Program

• PBS Documentaries on 9/11

• Movie - My Name is Khan

• V for Vendetta

• The Patriot Act 

THE IMPACT OF 9/11 ON MUSLIMS

https://www.morningsidecenter.org/teachable-moment/lessons/911-anniversary-teaching-guide
https://educators4sc.org/topic-resources/teaching-about-islamophobia/
https://www.learningforjustice.org/classroom-resources/lessons/countering-islamophobia
https://www.learningforjustice.org/classroom-resources/lessons/countering-islamophobia
https://newsela.com/read/9-11-anniversary/id/57130/
https://newsela.com/read/9-11-anniversary/id/57130/
https://teachmideast.org/lesson_plans/teaching-about-911/
https://teachmideast.org/lesson_plans/teaching-about-911/
https://911memorial.org/learn/students-and-teachers/lesson-plans/muslims-america-after-911-part-i
https://2001-2009.state.gov/s/ct/rls/wh/6947.htm
https://2001-2009.state.gov/s/ct/rls/wh/6947.htm
https://theintercept.com/2021/06/03/pentagon-civilian-casualties-report/
https://www.9-11commission.gov/
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2018/05/11/610420149/70-muslim-clerics-issue-fatwa-against-violence-and-terrorism
https://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/20/opinion/20weds3.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/globalconnections/mideast/educators/uspolicy/lesson2.html
https://advancingjustice-la.org/what-we-do/curriculum-lesson-plans/asian-americans-k-12-education-curriculum/episode-5-lesson-6-
https://www.ispu.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/ISPU_Brief_AzizTerrMuslimVeil_1126_1.pdf?x12896
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/legal-issues/daniel-hale-drone-leak-sentence/2021/07/27/7bb46dd6-ee14-11eb-bf80-e3877d9c5f06_story.html
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/remembering-911-three-docs-to-watch/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1188996/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0434409/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KP9VklrXPZs&t=77s&ab_channel=HISTORY
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VOCABULARY

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
POTENTIAL

 MISCONCEPTIONS

• Islam

• Muslim

• Islamophobia

• stereotypes

• masjid

• terrorism

• hate crime

• hijacking

• Soviet Union

THE IMPACT OF 9/11 ON MUSLIMS

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS

BOOKS
• Nine, Ten by Nora Raleigh Baskin

• Towers Falling by Jewell Parker Rhodes

• Just a Drop of Water by Kelly O’Malley Cerra

• All We Have Left by Wendy Mills

• Eleven by Tom Rogers

• The Looming Tower - Lawernce Wright

• The 9/11 Report: A Graphic Adaptation by Sid Jacobson & Ernie
Colón

• Not all terrorists are Muslims,
and not all Muslims are terrorists.

• How a country treats other
people is an extension of their
values and beliefs.

• Islam does not advocate for
violence.

• A group self-identifying as AlQaeda hailing from the mountains of Afghanistan, 
launched separate plane hijackings that ended up in different cities, causing the 
death of almost 3,000 people and the resulting debris from the fallen towers caused 
lasting health issues in first responders. According to the 9/11 Commission Report, 
they launched the attacks in response to America’s support of Israel, their involvement 
in the Persian Gulf War, and the vast presence of the US military in the Middle East. 
Though 9/11 was not the first attack on the United States, it was a major event that 
marked an aggressive shift in US domestic and foreign policy, sparking the War on 
Terror in the Middle East. American Muslims, Islamic scholars, and governments in 
Muslim-majority countries condemned the attacks.

• Terrorism is defined differently by different groups of people. The US government 
defines it as anyone who enacts violence to spread their political ideology. But, 
usage of the term in the news and media during this time and moving forward 
seemed to be reserved for people who were Muslim and not other groups of people 
who were labelled as domestic terrorists by the FBI such as white supremacists, 
extreme animal rights activists, or anti-abortionists who also used violence to further 
their cause.

• The US fought the Soviet Union who had invaded Afghanistan in the 1980s by 
supporting the rebels that stood up against the Russian invaders, including a man 
named Osama bin Laden and people who later formed the Taliban. 

• What is the significance
of 9/11?

• How did 9/11 impact
people living in the United
States and abroad?

• What were the
repercussions on Muslims
after 9/11?

• How is terrorism defined?
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RATIONALE
The catastrophic events of 9/11 had such a massive impact that it sparked the phrase a “post 9/11 

world.” Directly influenced by US foreign policy, the tragic events of 9/11 unleashed a domino effect 
of events that marked an aggressive shift in US domestic and foreign policy, sparking the War on 

Terror and an erosion of civil liberties of many Americans. Understanding the context of 9/11 and its 
ramifications is an essential part of understanding the world as we see it today.

• Poem: “Mike Check” by Suhair Hammad

• Many 9/11 Lesson Plans

• Teaching about Islamophobia

• Countering Islamophobia Lesson Plan -
Learning for Justice

• NEWSELA - 18 years later, America vows
not to forget

• Massive List of Resources to teach about
9/11

• Muslims in American after 9/11

CLASSROOM RESOURCES BACKGROUND RESOURCES

• The Global War on Terrorism: The 
First 100 Days (according to the 
US Gov)

• Statistics from the Iraq War

• 9/11 Commission Resources

• Fatwa Against Terrorism

• Throwing Out Iqbal’s Case

• US Foreign Policy and Iran 

RESOURCES

• South Asians and 9/11

• Muslim Women Post-9/11

• Statistics on US Drone
Program

• PBS Documentaries on
9/11

• Movie - My Name is
Khan

• V for Vendetta

• The Patriot Act

• While Islamophobia and anti-Muslim racism existed long before the 9/11 attacks, this time
period marked a stark shift in US policy and state sponsored Islamophobia in the US and
abroad. There was immediate backlash against anyone perceived to be Muslim which
was either the extreme stereotypical portrayal of Muslims as Arab, bearded, and with
a turban, or Muslim women who wore hijabs. Many of the hate crimes committed after
9/11 were also toward people of the Sikh community which displays the deep ignorance
of religions that many Americans believed in. Along with individual hate crimes, there
was backlash against Muslims on the state level towards Muslims in the United States
and abroad. For example, the US government passed the Patriot Act which gave the
government full authority to surveil Muslims and infringe on their unalienable rights.
Masjids, or Muslim houses of worship were also attacked, surveilled, and/or prevented
from being built.

• The US declared a “Global War on Terrorism” that they used to justify invading and
attacking Iraq (although they did not have weapons of mass destruction), Afghanistan,
and Pakistan. The civilian death toll of this global war on terrorism is estimated to be over
800,000 civilians.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ryQzmI5iLLI
https://www.morningsidecenter.org/teachable-moment/lessons/911-anniversary-teaching-guide
https://educators4sc.org/topic-resources/teaching-about-islamophobia/
https://www.learningforjustice.org/classroom-resources/lessons/countering-islamophobia
https://www.learningforjustice.org/classroom-resources/lessons/countering-islamophobia
https://newsela.com/read/9-11-anniversary/id/57130/
https://newsela.com/read/9-11-anniversary/id/57130/
https://teachmideast.org/lesson_plans/teaching-about-911/
https://teachmideast.org/lesson_plans/teaching-about-911/
https://911memorial.org/learn/students-and-teachers/lesson-plans/muslims-america-after-911-part-i
https://2001-2009.state.gov/s/ct/rls/wh/6947.htm
https://2001-2009.state.gov/s/ct/rls/wh/6947.htm
https://2001-2009.state.gov/s/ct/rls/wh/6947.htm
https://theintercept.com/2021/06/03/pentagon-civilian-casualties-report/
https://www.9-11commission.gov/
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2018/05/11/610420149/70-muslim-clerics-issue-fatwa-against-violence-and-terrorism
https://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/20/opinion/20weds3.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/globalconnections/mideast/educators/uspolicy/lesson2.html
https://advancingjustice-la.org/what-we-do/curriculum-lesson-plans/asian-americans-k-12-education-curriculum/episode-5-lesson-6-
https://www.ispu.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/ISPU_Brief_AzizTerrMuslimVeil_1126_1.pdf?x12896
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/legal-issues/daniel-hale-drone-leak-sentence/2021/07/27/7bb46dd6-ee14-11eb-bf80-e3877d9c5f06_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/legal-issues/daniel-hale-drone-leak-sentence/2021/07/27/7bb46dd6-ee14-11eb-bf80-e3877d9c5f06_story.html
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/remembering-911-three-docs-to-watch/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/remembering-911-three-docs-to-watch/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1188996/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1188996/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0434409/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KP9VklrXPZs&t=77s&ab_channel=HISTORY


MUSLIM STUDIES CURRICULUM 4

M
ID

D
LE SCH

O
O

L
H

IG
H

 SCH
O

O
L

VOCABULARY

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS POTENTIAL 
MISCONCEPTIONS

• Islam

• Muslim

• Islamophobia

• international affairs

• stereotypes

• masjid

• terrorism

• hate crime

• Cold War

• The United Nations

• Imperialism

• International Human Rights

• Sikh

THE IMPACT OF 9/11 ON MUSLIMS

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS

BOOKS
• The Looming Tower - Lawrence Wright

• The Ghost Wars - Steve Coll

• Black Banner - Ali Soufan

• The Patriot Act - Cary Stacy

• 9/11 Commission Report

• Islamophobia & the Politics of Empire - Deepa Kumar

• The Memory of Things by Gae Polisner

• Just a Drop of Water by Kelly O’Malley Cerra

• All We Have Left by Wendy Mills

• Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close by Jonathan Safran Foer

• The 9/11 Report: A Graphic Adaptation by Sid Jacobson & Ernie Colón 

• Not all terrorists are Muslims,
and not all Muslims are terrorists.

• How a country treats other
people is an extension of their
values and beliefs.

• Islam does not advocate for
violence.

• What is the significance
of 9/11?

• How did 9/11 impact
people living in the United
States and abroad?

• What were the
repercussions on Muslims
after 9/11?

• How is terrorism defined?

SOCIAL STUDIES OR ENGLISHMIDDLE SCHOOL

RATIONALE
The catastrophic events of 9/11 had such a massive impact that it sparked the phrase a “post 9/11 

world.” Directly influenced by US foreign policy, the tragic events of 9/11 unleashed a domino effect of 
events that marked an aggressive shift in US domestic and foreign policy, sparking the War on Terror and 
an erosion of civil liberties of many Americans. Understanding the context of 9/11 and its ramifications is 

an essential part of understanding the world as we see it today.

• Poem: “Mike Check” by Suhair Hammad

• Poem: “First Poem Since” by Suhair Hammad

• Many 9/11 Lesson Plans

• Teaching about Islamophobia

• Countering Islamophobia Lesson Plan - Learning for
Justice

• NEWSELA - 18 years later, America vows not to forget

• Massive List of Resources to teach about 9/11

• Muslims in American after 9/11

CLASSROOM RESOURCES BACKGROUND RESOURCES
• The Global War on 

Terrorism: The First 100 Days 
(according to the US Gov)

• Statistics from the Iraq War

• 9/11 Commission Resources

• Fatwa Against Terrorism

• Throwing Out Iqbal’s Case

• US Foreign Policy and Iran 

RESOURCES

• South Asians and 9/11

• Muslim Women Post-9/11

• Statistics on US Drone
Program

• PBS Documentaries on
9/11

• Movie - My Name is
Khan

• V for Vendetta

• The Patriot Act

SOCIAL STUDIES OR ENGLISHHIGH SCHOOL
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• A group self-identifying as AlQaeda hailing from the mountains of Afghanistan, 
launched separate plane hijackings that ended up in different cities, causing the 
death of almost 3,000 people and the resulting debris from the fallen towers caused 
lasting health issues in first responders. According to the 9/11 Commission Report, hey 
launched the attacks in response to America’s support of Israel, their involvement in 
the Persian Gulf War, and the vast presence of the US military in the Middle East. 
Though 9/11 was not the first attack on the United States, it was a major event that 
marked an aggressive shift in US domestic and foreign policy, sparking the War on 
Terror in the Middle East. American Muslims, Islamic scholars, and governments in 
Muslim-majority countries condemned the attacks.

• Terrorism is defined differently by different groups of people. The US government 
defines it as anyone who enacts violence to spread their political ideology. But, 
usage of the term in the news and media during this time and moving forward 
seemed to be reserved for people who were Muslim and not other groups of people 
who were labelled as domestic terrorists by the FBI such as white supremacists, 
extreme animal rights activists, or anti-abortionists who also used violence to further 
their cause.

• The US fought the Soviet Union who had invaded Afghanistan in the 1980s by 
supporting the rebels that stood up against the Russian invaders, including a man 
named Osama bin Laden and people who later formed the Taliban. 

• While Islamophobia and anti-Muslim racism existed long before the 9/11 attacks, this time
period marked a stark shift in US policy and state sponsored Islamophobia in the US and
abroad. There was immediate backlash against anyone perceived to be Muslim which
was either the extreme stereotypical portrayal of Muslims as Arab, bearded, and with
a turban, or Muslim women who wore hijabs. Many of the hate crimes committed after
9/11 were also toward people of the Sikh community which displays the deep ignorance
of religions that many Americans believed in. Along with individual hate crimes, there
was backlash against Muslims on the state level towards Muslims in the United States
and abroad. For example, the US government passed the Patriot Act which gave the
government full authority to surveil Muslims and infringe on their unalienable rights.
Masjids, or Muslim houses of worship were also attacked, surveilled, and/or prevented
from being built.

• The US declared a “Global War on Terrorism” that they used to justify invading and
attacking Iraq (although they did not have weapons of mass destruction), Afghanistan,
and Pakistan. The civilian death toll of this global war on terrorism is estimated to be over
800,000 civilians.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ryQzmI5iLLI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FDyLNgLHprI
https://www.morningsidecenter.org/teachable-moment/lessons/911-anniversary-teaching-guide
https://educators4sc.org/topic-resources/teaching-about-islamophobia/
https://www.learningforjustice.org/classroom-resources/lessons/countering-islamophobia
https://www.learningforjustice.org/classroom-resources/lessons/countering-islamophobia
https://newsela.com/read/9-11-anniversary/id/57130/
https://teachmideast.org/lesson_plans/teaching-about-911/
https://911memorial.org/learn/students-and-teachers/lesson-plans/muslims-america-after-911-part-i
https://2001-2009.state.gov/s/ct/rls/wh/6947.htm
https://2001-2009.state.gov/s/ct/rls/wh/6947.htm
https://2001-2009.state.gov/s/ct/rls/wh/6947.htm
https://theintercept.com/2021/06/03/pentagon-civilian-casualties-report/
https://www.9-11commission.gov/
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2018/05/11/610420149/70-muslim-clerics-issue-fatwa-against-violence-and-terrorism
https://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/20/opinion/20weds3.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/globalconnections/mideast/educators/uspolicy/lesson2.html
https://advancingjustice-la.org/what-we-do/curriculum-lesson-plans/asian-americans-k-12-education-curriculum/episode-5-lesson-6-
https://www.ispu.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/ISPU_Brief_AzizTerrMuslimVeil_1126_1.pdf?x12896
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/legal-issues/daniel-hale-drone-leak-sentence/2021/07/27/7bb46dd6-ee14-11eb-bf80-e3877d9c5f06_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/legal-issues/daniel-hale-drone-leak-sentence/2021/07/27/7bb46dd6-ee14-11eb-bf80-e3877d9c5f06_story.html
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/remembering-911-three-docs-to-watch/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/remembering-911-three-docs-to-watch/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1188996/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1188996/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0434409/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KP9VklrXPZs&t=77s&ab_channel=HISTORY

